
SCOTTISH PARLIAMENT CROSS-PARTY GROUP ON 
CHRONIC PAIN. 

Meeting: 6 pm, Wednesday, March 2, 2016, in Committee Room 
Six, Scottish Parliament. Please let the hon. secretary know if you 
will attend as soon as you can. Thanks.  dg.elder@ntlworld.com 

NEWSFLASH: One of our Group’s co-conveners, Bill Kidd, MSP 
for Glasgow Anniesland, has been nominated for the Nobel Peace 
Prize!   

That’s for his leadership as Co-President of 700 international 
Parliamentarians campaigning for a nuclear free world. 

AGENDA FOR MARCH 2 

(1) PAIN CLINIC WAITING LISTS CONTROVERSY When waiting 
lists were not revealed, after being promised for a year, the CPG 
asked the secretary to use Freedom of Information legislation, 
writing to all 14 Boards. Most Boards responded without difficulties. 
But two issues have arisen:  

A) Most figures issued by Boards were confined to first 
appointments. This avoids scrutiny of where the huge delays are 
known to occur:  on second and continuing treatments. Not even 
estimates for these. First appointments have a treatment time 
guarantee of up to 18 weeks. But there’s no protection for return 
patients – see six-month wait below, under 
“Letdowns”.  Discussion. 

B) Responses showed which Scottish areas were best and worst 
on revealing how long patients waited, report on some of the 
tactics used to avoid transparency! 

 (2) LATEST LETDOWNS FOR PAIN PATIENTS 

Patients continue appealing to the CPG for intervention over huge 
waits for help. 



Yet another Lanarkshire patient reports vast delay in gaining 
treatment renewal– six months over the time, causing patient’s job 
loss. We've tackled similar complaints about NHS Lanarkshire in 
recent months. 

  

Grampian Health Board have, for the second time, broken their 
word to pain patients in Morayshire. In March 2015 they promised 
to re-open the NHS pain clinic at Elgin by December 2015, but did 
not do so. After a renewed campaign by patients and a supportive 
MSP, re-opening was promised for February 2016. We've just 
learned this promise has also been broken. Discussion: what is the 
true state of chronic pain services in Scotland? 

  

 (3) WHISTLEBLOWING NHS STAFF NEED PROTECTION: 
SPEAKER - RAB WILSON 

Rab is now a famous NHS whistleblower, who’ll outline a new 
campaign by himself, doctors and other health workers on wrongs 
harming patients and the “desperate need” to protect 
whistleblowers from career loss. 

  

 (4) FUTURE OF THE CENTRE FOR INTEGRATIVE CARE. As 
members now know, the CIC hospital IS, after all, on a hit list of 
proposed cuts and closures drawn up by Greater Glasgow and 
Clyde health board officials, while assurances to the contrary were 
being issued. CPG member Catherine Hughes will update. 

 (5) POLITICAL PARTY LEADERS Party leaders have all now 
responded to the group’s request to consider including chronic 
pain shortages in their manifestos for the 2016 elections. We’ll 
hear what they say on March 2. 

  

 (6) MINUTES OF NOVEMBER 18 MEETING  

 (7) AOB 



  

NOTE PLEASE: This is our last meeting in this Parliamentary 
term, as the Parliament ends on March 23 ahead of the May 
elections. Under Parliamentary rules, none of Holyrood’s many 
cross-party groups can set dates for future meetings until well after 
the new Parliament is elected and only if someone does the work 
of re-organising. 

We expect good attendance on March 2 – so please let me know 
as soon as possible if you will attend. dg.elder@ntlworld.com 

 With very best wishes, 

 Dorothy-Grace Elder, honorary secretary. 

 


